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What is Education?: Navigating the Path to My Future

When asked the question, what is education, and why is it important? My initial response

would be to give the Mirriam-Webster dictionary definition: education is both the act of teaching

knowledge to others and the act of receiving knowledge from someone else. However, in my

opinion, education is a source helping us to navigate down a path full of opportunities for our

future. It is essential because it gives us the knowledge we need to grow, learn from our

experiences, and open our eyes to new passions and discoveries. Education is a choice. Some

choose to stop at the high school level, moving on to bigger and better things, and others (like

myself) decide to resume pursuing an education to continue learning, growing, and searching for

the right path. One might ask, what constitutes if the route chosen is right or wrong? The answer

is that there is no one distinct path. Only one person determines the right path for their future,

and I believe you can change the route anytime. Of course, there are exterior influences such as

family, friends, and counselors, but only one person can make the decision at the end of the day,

and that is you. In this essay, I will discuss my reason for pursuing a college education, my

family and friends’ impact on my educational choices, and what I want to gain from earning my

degree at Pace University.

I’ve always seen college as an exciting chapter in my life. It’s advertised as a period in

your young adult life where you gain freedom, discipline, self-management, responsibility,

independent study skills, and all the other individualistic attributes that our parents encouraged

us to learn while in high school. Not only do we begin to gain these traits, but we are also

creating a new life for ourselves and developing in a new environment. My reason for pursuing a
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college education is as simple as this, trying to figure out what I want to do with my life. Over

the past four years, I’ve gone through many occupational options, such as a dancer, a human

biologist, a marine biologist, a dermatologist, a musical theatre actress, and currently, a writer

and manager for the diversity, equity, and inclusion department of Vogue Magazine. It’s a big

stretch, but I feel that almost anything is possible with an optimistic, steadfast mindset and a

passion for what dream is to be accomplished. Put simply, I have chosen to continue my

education to get closer to finding my true path.

My family and friends have always impacted the big decisions I’ve made in my life, but

with college, I feel like it was a decision I made for myself. My family helped guide me toward

choosing a university and foremost that would best fit my interests and personality, but I

ultimately made the final decision. I am thankful to have a wonderful, supportive family that

appreciates and recognizes my strengths and talents to display them to the best of my abilities.

My friends helped to impact my college decision by helping me acknowledge what type of social

environment I wanted to be a part of and choose a university that supported similar, if not the

same, beliefs.

I chose Pace University because this college can challenge me to find new ways of

thinking and aid in developing me into the grown(ish) adult I want to be. There are endless

opportunities. For example, I am majoring in American Studies, with a Critical Race and

Ethnicity Concentration, and am planning on double minoring in African and African American

Studies and Spanish. I also plan to study abroad in Spain and Egypt and be a part of some of the

student-led organizations on campus. I am very ambitious in learning and pursuing my passions,

so I chose Pace. I knew I was a “go-getter.” I wasn’t sure how I would handle the move from
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Birmingham, Alabama, to Manhattan, New York, but, to quote one of my laptop stickers, “let

your dreams stay big, and your worries stay small” (unknown author).

In conclusion, I believe that education is an integral part of growth, development, and

finding the personal path to a life that best suits you and the dreams and goals that you want to

fulfill.


