
Different types 
of genres
Welcome to the world of creative writing! We will explore the exciting realm of 

fictional storytelling, delving into various genres and their unique qualities.

by Maggie Shoemaker



Fiction and its Sub-Genres
Fantasy
Magic, mythical creatures, 

and otherworldly settings. 

Popular examples include 

The Lord of the Rings by 

J.R.R. Tolkien and Harry 

Potter by J.K. Rowling.

Science Fiction
Speculative fiction that 

often explores technology, 

space travel, and future 

societies. Popular 

examples include Star 

Wars by George Lucas and 

Dune by Frank Herbert.

Historical 
Fiction
Set in the past and often 

explores historical events 

and figures. Popular 

examples include Gone 

with the Wind by Margaret 

Mitchell and The 

Nightingale by Kristin 

Hannah.

Romance
Focuses on love stories 

and relationships. Popular 

examples include Pride 

and Prejudice by Jane 

Austen and The Notebook 

by Nicholas Sparks. It can 

also be its own genre.



Non-Fiction and its Sub-Genres

Biography
Biographers tell the life 

stories of individuals, 

exploring their experiences 

and impact. They delve into 

the subject's past, present, 

and future.

History
Historians examine past 

events, analyzing their 

causes, consequences, and 

significance. They use 

primary and secondary 

sources to construct 

narratives.

Nature Writing
Nature writers explore the 

natural world, sharing their 

observations and reflections 

on nature. They often delve 

into environmental issues 

and conservation.

Science
Science writers 

communicate scientific 

discoveries and theories in 

an accessible manner. They 

explore the latest 

advancements and their 

implications.



Poetry
Poetry is a form of literature that uses 

aesthetic and rhythmic qualities of language to 

evoke emotions and ideas. Poetry has been a 

major form of literature in many cultures for 

thousands of years. It is often written in verse 

form, using rhyme and meter, but free verse 

poetry has also become widely popular. 

Common types of poetry include epics, 

ballads, sonnets, haikus, limericks, and odes.

Examples: Haiku, Sonnets 



Drama
Drama refers to theatrical performances, plays, or scripts written for performance.

It is often characterized by dialogue, action, and conflict.

Drama encompasses various forms, such as comedies, tragedies, musicals, and experimental works.



Mythology

Ancient Origins
Mythology is rooted in ancient cultures and 

traditions. It often reflects their beliefs and 

values.

Gods and Goddesses
Each culture has its own pantheon of gods and 

goddesses. They often personify natural forces 

and human emotions.

Heroes and Quests
Mythology features heroes who embark on 

perilous journeys. They often face trials and 

challenges to achieve a greater purpose.

Symbolism and Metaphors
Mythological stories often use symbolism and 

metaphors to convey deeper meanings and 

universal truths.



Fairytales
Magic and Wonder
Fairytales are often set in fantastical worlds with magical elements, such as 

talking animals, enchanted objects, and mythical creatures.

Moral Lessons
Fairytales often teach moral lessons, such as the importance of kindness, 

honesty, and perseverance. These lessons are often conveyed through the 

actions of the characters and the consequences of their choices.

Archetypal Characters
Fairytales feature archetypal characters, such as the hero, the villain, the 

wise old man, and the damsel in distress.



Horror

1 1. Dark Themes
Horror stories often explore 

fears and anxieties. These 

themes can be psychological, 

supernatural, or societal.

2 2. Suspenseful 
Atmosphere
The atmosphere is often 

unsettling and tense, building 

suspense and anticipation. It 

could involve eerie settings, 

ominous music, and 

foreshadowing.

3 3. Unsettling 
Characters
Horror stories often feature 

monstrous creatures, villains, or 

unsettling characters that 

challenge our sense of normalcy.

4 4. Eerie Visuals
Visual imagery can be vital in creating a sense of dread, whether it's through descriptive writing, film, or illustrations.



Thriller
Thrillers are stories that generate suspense, excitement, and anticipation in the 

reader.

They typically feature dangerous situations, intense conflicts, and unexpected 

plot twists.

Sub-genres

Psychological Thriller

Crime Thriller

Espionage Thriller

Supernatural Thriller



Romance

Love Stories
Romance novels explore the 

complexities of love, relationships, and 

emotional journeys. They often depict 

characters overcoming obstacles to 

find happiness.

Subgenres
Romance has diverse subgenres like 

historical romance, contemporary 

romance, paranormal romance, and 

romantic suspense, offering varied 

settings and themes.

Emotional Impact
Romance stories provide escapism 

and emotional connection, evoking 

feelings of love, longing, and hope.



Conclusion
Creative writing involves imagination, skill, and passion. It spans different forms 

and genres, from fictional stories to factual accounts, poetry to plays. Learning 

to write is a journey, requiring patience and practice. With dedication, you can 

craft captivating stories and engage your audience.


