Pl ans Toni ght

By Qui ncy Bazen



I NT. LIVNG ROOM

CONNOR enters and hangs up his coat.

CONNOR
Hey babe!
ALEX
Hey, how was wor k?
CONNOR
Long! How bout you?
ALEX
Yeah it was fine. | left alittle

early to pick up sonme wine for Brie's
bi rt hday di nner.

CONNOR
| s that tonight?

ALEX
Yeah, you didn't get the text bl ast
fromPartiful?

CONNOR
| do renmenber vaguely... ignoring that
- um what time does it start?
ALEX
At 6, so, we should leave in 10
m nut es.
CONNOR

Ch wow, okay.
(heading to exit)
"1l just put ny stuff down | guess.

ALEX
Okay, I'Il call the uber... unless-

CONNOR
(turni ng around)
-Unl ess. ..

ALEX
VWll... what are you thinking?

CONNOR
-what are you thinking?

ALEX
Do you wanna go?



They sit

CONNCR

-Do you wanna go? I'll go if you wanna
go.
ALEX
"' m happy to go if you wanna go.
CONNOR
| mean, 1'd love to see Brie.
ALEX

-Me too, she's so sweet.

CONNOR
- The sweet est.

on opposite sides of the couch. BEAT.

CONNOR ( CONT' D)
Didn't we just see her though?

ALEX
-1 feel like we did!
CONNOR
-Yeah... how old is she turning?
ALEX
30-
CONNOR
-Oh. ..
ALEX
-2
CONNOR

-Ch! Waere's the dinner?

ALEX
It's at Don Cheadl e's new Peruvi an
t apas pl ace?

CONNOR
Oh Thread the Cheadl e? Isn't that on
t he west side?

ALEX
Yeah... but Brie did cone to the east
side for ny birthday dinner.

CONNOR
Yeah but she works over here. It
( MORE)



CONNOR ( CONT' D)
wasn't |ike, out of her way.

ALEX
That's true, and if |I'm being honest,
| don't even |ike Peruvian. Lukewarm
on Cheadl e-

CONNOR
-You know they' re gonna wanna split
the check evenly, thats what? 40 a
pi ece for sonme pita and a ceviche that
yelp called 'forgettable' ?

ALEX
-lt's not like it's a party. It's a
birthday dinner. That's just a

glorified neeting with cake.

CONNOR
-lt's a sit-down dinner, too, we're
just nore stand-up peopl e.

They realize they're currently sitting and qui ckly stand.

ALEX
We're not bad friends for bailing,
right?

CONNOR

No! It's so inportant to have
boundari es.

ALEX
So true... \Wat do we say though?
CONNOR
- Sorret hi ng si npl e.
ALEX
-One of us is sick?
CONNOR
-A bit bland
ALEX

- Food poi soni ng?

CONNOR
-Didn't we use that recently?

ALEX
-Ch yeah, for Rob's picklebal
( MORE)



ALEX ( CONT' D)
t our nanent! What about the flu?

CONNOR
We had the flu for Jen's housewarm ng.

ALEX
Ugh, | still can't believe she even
had that, didn't she nove in | ast
year ?

CONNOR
-So tacky, what happened to soci al
etiquette.

( BEAT.)

VWhat about bird flu? Could we be one
of those statistics?

ALEX
-1 think if we had bird flu, we'd be
dead.
CONNCR
-but we wouldn't be at dinner.
ALEX
- Covi d? Do people still care about
Covi d?
They t hi nk.
ALEX CONNOR
Not really, no. Not as much as they
shoul d. ..
ALEX
Ch wait, | think Brie's grandma di ed
of Covi d.
CONNOR

-oh so she m ght take it seriously!

ALEX
-W aren't going to rem nd her of her
dead Nunu on her birthday.

CONNOR
-No, you're right. Nunu?

ALEX
-1 don't know... Ch, we can't use
anyt hi ng contagi ous, | have tickets to

Taylor Swift tonorrow and



ALEX CONNOR
| " m gonna wanna post. You' re gonna wanna post.

CONNOR ( CONT' D)
What if it's just like, a contagious
scare? Li ke soneone in ny office was
exposed or sonething and we just wanna
be safe-

ALEX
W wanna err on the side of caution-

CONNOR
-Ch that's good, wite that down!

ALEX
Wait. My last text in the group chat
is literally about being sick..

CONNOR
Ugh, should we just go?
ALEX
Yeah, | guess. I'll grab ny keys...
CONNOR
Unl ess-
ALEX
- Unl ess??
CONNOR

Why don't we just use Buster? W had
to take himto the vet or sonething.

ALEX
That won't work, everyone knows he's
dead.

CONNOR
| knew we shoul dn't have had that dog
funeral .

ALEX

W had to do sonething to get out of
Anni e' s weddi ng-

CONNOR
-who gets married on a boat!

ALEX
-Wait what about your nonf How | ong
has she been dead?



CONNOR
Too long, | don't think we can use
t hat .
ALEX
If only she'd held on a little
| onger. ..
CONNOR
-Well, she was in a lot of pain
ALEX
-OF course
CONNOR
-But it was a bit selfish
ALEX
-1 didn't wanna say... could it be her
bi rthday? And you're |ike, sad about
it?
CONNOR
| was sad about it for Ben's sketch
show-
ALEX
-Ch yeah! Good cal
CONNOR
- Shoul d we just go?
ALEX
- Maybe.
CONNOR

Let's just go. Drop off the w ne, show
sone face, we each have a tapa, and
we' re hone by 10.

ALEX
Yeah, that sounds good.

They hit the lights & exit. BEAT. They storm back in.

CONNOR ALEX
Fuck it's col d! -We can't go out in that!
-we need sonet hing fast -sonmething irrefutable
-w thout too many details -vague but direct so there's

-no foll ow up questions. -no foll ow up questions.



ALEX ( CONT' D)
Wait, |I've got it! W had... an
emer gency.

CONNOR
Oh ny god! Sinple, effective, no
extraneous detail -

ALEX
Should | text?

CONNOR
Yes!

ALEX

(typi ng out)
Hi babes, so sorry for the late notice
but we had... an_energency pop up &
won't be able to nake it tonight.
Happy birthday Brie, please have a
drink on us-

CONNCR
-for us
ALEX
-a drink for us... heart. Sent!

They hi gh-five.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
| feel great-

CONNOR
"' m 10 pounds |ighter.

ALEX
Shoul d we start that docunentary? |
heard it-

PHONE DI NGS.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Oh, it's Brie. That was fast.

CONNOR
What' d she say?

ALEX
"OMG, so sorry guys, what happened?

They both go to speak only to realize they have nothing to
of fer, ook to each other.



