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FADE | N:
EXT. STREETS OF QUEENS, NEW YORK CI TY. N GHT - MONTAGE

Overhead shot of a bridge. The glowing lights of cars streak
across the bridge like fireflies, a river shinmering bel ow

A handbal | court. A tight group of players smack the bal
against a graffiti-covered wall. The holl ow "t hwack™ echoes
into the night.

A sidewal k. A person strolls under flickering streetlights, a
smal | dog trotting beside them Shadows stretch and dance as
t hey pass.

A final wi de shot. The city huns softly beneath a purpl e-
tinted sky, Queens is alive wth quiet energy.

CUT TO
I NT. ALEX' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Through the exterior of a window, we fade into an apartnent
bui | di ng. Layi ng down on his bed, cuddling a pillow, we see
ALEX, a twenty-two year old kid of average build and dark
features.

Alex is silently holding back tears. Over his shoulder, it is
reveal ed what he's | ooking: the |ast nessage from his nother,
readi ng: "On our way honme now. See you soon."

It is dated the night of the accident. Just then, the phone
begins to ring. It is his GRANDMOTHER. Al ex turns the phone
of f. Through some rubbing of his eyes, he turns his bedside
| anp off and rolls over into bed.

CUT TO
I NT. THERAPI ST OFFI CE. - DAY

TI ANA, a 45i sh-year old therapist is sitting up right on her
chair. Her patient is Alex. Tiana stares at Al ex as he avoi ds
her eye. They sit in silence.

TI ANA
VWhat is it now? What's on your m nd?

ALEX
Not hi ng.



TI ANA
What do you think you' d be doing right
now i f they were here?

ALEX
| can't know that unless they were.

TI ANA
Maybe. But you know what they'd w sh
for you.

ALEX
| al ways w shed they were green. My
eyes. My nons were green, but ny dads
were brown. | guess his genes won. But
then again | got his height, so |
guess that's good.

Al ex puts his head in his hands. He finally | ooks up.

ALEX
It's hurtful when | see everyone el se
move on. O not nove on, but continue
living their lives... just going about
t heir days, their routines. Buying
coffee and rushing off to work. There
is no darkness in their mnds when
they do this. They just exist.
Unbur dened.

TI ANA
Nobody is unburdened. It's been seven
mont hs, Al ex. Three nponths of these

sessions. | know you want to nove
forward. | know you want to take care
of yourself. You just need a little
push.

She gets up and wal ks over to her desk. In her drawers,
pulls out a pile of panphlets. She hands themto Al ex.

TI ANA
Sonme vol unteer opportunities.
Organi zed by the city. They're al ways
| ooki ng for people to help out. Sone
of them are paid, too.

Al ex draws his attention to one panphlet in particular,
titled Project Smles. Tiana notices.

she



TI ANA
It's a children's hospital. Al types
of sick kids there. Maybe choose
somet hing nore uplifting.

ALEX
['Il think about it.

CUT TGO
EXT. SIDEWALK OF SOME STREET | N QUEENS - DAY

Alex is wal king home. His eyes remain fixed on the floor, not
noti ci ng anything or anyone around him He is playing nusic
at full blast in his earphones. Suddenly, he bunps into
somet hi ng and one ear phone pops out onto the ground.

He picks it up and puts his earphones away. He | ooks around
himand can't help but notice the energy of the scene around
him kids running around, eating ice creamat the park. A
couple flirting on a park bench. Sonme people waiting for the
bus.

He can't help but feel outside hinself, out of place. He puts
hi s earphones back on and wal ks faster.

I NT. ALEX' S BEDROOM - NI GHT.

Alex is sitting up right on his bed, eating cereal for
dinner. The roomis dimy lit and cluttered. He is too

di stracted to keep eating. He wal ks over to his desk and sees
his pile of mail, including an outstanding bill.

We wat ch Al ex check his nobile banking app, and his bal ance
is low He contenplates, and ultimately picks up the panphl et
from Project Smles.

| NT. ALEX' S BEDROOM - DAY.

Al ex awakens to the sound of the doorbell. He wal ks out to
the hallway and peaks out the window to see who it is. It is
his cousin, NATALIE, around 25, with light hair and a
positive energy, holding a grocery bag for him

ALEX
Hey.

NATALI E
Hey, did I wake you?



ALEX
No, no, | was up

NATALI E
| brought you sonme groceries. The feta
was on sal e.

ALEX
Thanks.

Al ex takes the bag. Natalie waits for himto invite her in,
but he doesn't. Natalie stares at Alex while he waits for her
to | eave.

NATALI E
" mworried about you.

ALEX
What's there to worry about?

They stare at each other a nonment. Natalie knows her cousin
wel | .

NATALI E
Let's get coffee.

ALEX
(deep exhal e)
Fi ve m nutes.

CUT TO

EXT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

A Passing car quickly flashed by the outside of "Coffee
Mani ac” with a decorated exterior of prosthetic ivy vines and
tw nkle |ights.

CUT TGO

| NT. COFFEE MANI AC - DAY

Alex and Natalie are drinking coffee at a table. Alex's drink
is hot and black. Natalie's is iced and |ight.

NATALI E
Grandma asked about you.

ALEX
Mrm



NATALI E

She wants you to stop by and see her.
ALEX

Sur e.
NATALI E

Wul d you stop? She's an ol d woman and
wants to see her grandchild. Her
daughter is dead and she's by herself,
so | don't give a fuck if you fee
sorry for yourself, you' re gonna go
see her.

ALEX
| know, yes...you're right. I'll make
time to see her this week.

NATALI E
What tinme is there to make? You're
home all day. And imnot trying to
make you feel bad by saying that, Im
j ust being honest. You're hone and
you' re not | eaving your hone. Look, |
can't imagine what's going on in your
head, really, I"msure it's horrible,
but no one's gonna hel p you beside
yoursel f. Not your therapist, not your
parents, no one. You're on your own.
So pull yourself out of this already.

ALEX
| want to.

Nat al i e grabs his hand.

NATALI E
You can.

CUT TGO
I NT. ALEX' S BEDROOM - DAY.

Al ex takes a seat in his desk chair, |eans back, and |ets out
a big sigh. He goes on his phone and m ndlessly scrolls

I nstagram but ultinmately is distracted. He puts his phone
down.

He | ooks around his desk and once again sees the panphlet for
Project Smles. He takes a | ook at the address on the paper,
contenplates, and ultimately grabs his keys as he heads out.



CUT TO
I NT. FRONT DESK AT' PRQJECT SM LES CHI LDREN HOSPI TAL - DAY

Alex wal ks up to the front desk of Project Smles. Sitting up
there is a RECEPI TIONI ST, a woman of about seventy years ol d.

ALEX
Hel | o.

RECEPTI ONI ST
H , what can | do for you today?

ALEX
Un | was given this panphlet, and |
was interested in doing sone vol unt eer
wor K.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Geat! Wll, | can have you speak to
one of our supervisors and they can
sit with you and go over what
opportunities we have goi ng on.

ALEX
Okay, thank you.
RECEPTI ONI ST
Just have a seat and they'll be right
w th you.
ALEX
Thanks.

Alex has a seat in the waiting area. There are a couple
magazi nes laid out on the table next to him He gl ances over
but does not pick one up.

He | ooks over to his left and observes who else is sitting in
the waiting room A few seats down is a LITTLE BOY with a
bandage w apped around his head.

He is holding tight onto his MOTHER and sitting on her |ap.
The nother is rubbing her sons back and catches Al exs eyes
wat chi ng her. He quickly | ooks away.

The SUPERVI SOR, a man just a few years ol der than Al ex, wal ks
up to the waiting room and approaches Al ex. He is handsone,
and has |ight eyes.



SUPERVI SOR
Hel l o, you're interested in
vol unt eeri ng?

ALEX
Yes.

SUPERVI SOR
Great, you can follow nme this way.

The Supervisor leads Alex into his office, just down the
hal | way.

On the wal k, Al ex | ooks around. The walls are decorated with
pai ntings clearly nade by young children. and he hears the
echoes of children crying out, in pain.

The duo arrives in the office.

SUPERVI SOR
Have a seat. Wuld you |like sone
wat er ?

ALEX

No, |'m okay, thank you.

SUPERVI SOR
Sure, you can call me John by the way.
And your nane?

ALEX.
Al ex.

JOHN
Nice to neet you, Alex. You didn't
happen to bring a resune with you, did
you?

ALEX
No, sorry. Should | have?

JOHN
No, no, that's alright, it's just for
me to get sone information. O course,
vol unteering is open to everyone. W
appreci ate anyone interested. The kids
appreciate it too...So, are you
currently in school ?

ALEX
No, actually I'mtaking a little tine



John sm |

off, that's why | was interested in
vol unt eer wor K.

JOHN
Ckay! | understand, | took a little
time off during college nyself.

ALEX
Oh, really? That makes ne feel better
because so nmany people | ook at you
si deways when you tell themthat.

JOHN
Not at all. Everyone acts |ike they
have it all together. They don't,
trust ne. | think it nakes people feel

better about thensel ves when they tel
you you' re doi ng sonet hi ng wong, just
because you're not doing it the sane
way as them

ALEX
It's Iike you took the words out of ny
nout h.

es at Al ex.
JOHN

Wll, let's see what sort of role we
can find for you.

John browses through the conmputer on his desk

JOHN
We need soneone in our arts and crafts
center, our literacy center, and our
nursery. Do any of those sound of
interest? Keep in mnd, if you
conpl ete three nonths of vol unteer
work, there is opportunity for
potential enploynent.

ALEX
Oh, that sounds good. | think Arts and
crafts maybe?

JOHN
Geat, Geat. Wll, | wll have to
gi ve you sone paperwork to fill out,

which | can email to you if you just
wite your email here.



John hands Al ex a piece of paper to wite his email down.
Alex wites and hands the paper back.john

Geat, we'll be in touch!

ALEX
Thanks so nuch.

CUT TGO
EXT. CENTRAL PARK, MANHATTAN - DAY.

Alex is wal king around the m ddle of the park and finds an
enpty spot on one of the rocks to sit on. He has a diet soda
in one hand and is eating a souvlaki stick in the other. He
| ooks around the scene of the park.

CUT TO
EXT. CENTRAL PARK, MANHATTAN - DAY. ALEX' S FLASHBACK
A5 year old Alex is full of joy at the park while he is
eating a vanilla ice creamcone. H s MOTHER has bent down,

ready to clean his face. H's FATHER i s watching the both of
themw th a canmera in his hands.

MOTHER
Oh ny gosh, what are we gonna do with
you! ~

FATHER

Wait! Don't wi pe yet!
Al ex's father takes a picture of his son and w fe.

ALEX
Thank you for the ice cream Mmy.

Al ex gives his nother a kiss, rubbing his ice-creamfilled
face on her cheeks.

MOTHER
Oh ny goodness!

Al ex's father takes another photo.

CUT TGO



10.

| NT/ EXT. CENTRAL PARK/ GRANDMA' S LI VI NG ROOM PRESENT DAY
| NTERCUT

Alex smles to hinself and takes a deep breath. Suddenly his
phone starts buzzing fromhis pocket. He takes it out, his
Grandma is calling. Al ex pauses before picking up the phone.

ALEX
(into phone)
Hel | 0?
GRANDIVA

(into phone)

H sweetie. You picked up this tine.
(then)

|"mglad to hear your voice.

ALEX
(into phone)
|"mglad to hear your voice too,
G andma

GRANDVA
(i nto phone)
How have you been?

ALEX
(i nto phone)
|"malright. How are you?

GRANDIVA
(into phone)
I"malright, too. I mss you.

ALEX
(i nto phone)
| know. | know.

GRANDVA
(into phone)
Maybe you can cone over soon. |'l
cook.

ALEX
(into phone)
Yeah, grandma, maybe, maybe. Li sten,
it's actually not a good tine because
|"'min the city and |' m about to board
the train, so | gotta go.



11.
GRANDIVA
Call nme soon. Ckay?

ALEX
Il wll. Aright, bye.

GRANDIVA
Bye, sweeti e.

Grandnma hangs up the phone and takes a deep exhal e.

CUT TO
EXT. PRQIECT SM LES - DAY
Al ex parks his car in the parking | ot of Project Smles. He
hesitates before ultimately getting out of the car and
shutting the door behind him

CUT TO
| NT. PRQIECT SM LES- JOHN S OFFI CE - DAY

John is sitting at his desk | ooking at his conputer. He | ooks
up at the door upon hearing it knock. It is Al ex.

ALEX
Hi .

JOHN
Hey Al ex! Good to see you, how you
doi ng?

John shakes Al ex's hand.

JOHN
So, how are you feeling about starting
t oday?

ALEX

|"'mreally | ooking forward to it.

JOHN
Good, good. That's great. Let's start
to head over to the Arts and Crafts
center.

John gets up out of his seat and Al ex does the sanme. They
begin to wal k side by side out of the roomand toward the
hal | way.



12.

JOHN
So, this is gonna be a | earning
experience for everyone- you and the
kids. | just want you to be prepared.
Sonme of these kids have a | ot of
i ssues. Sonme cone fromviolent hones,
some were born with disabilities. They
really need soneone who wll be
patient with them

ALEX
Absol utely. | understand.

JOHN
kay, so let's neet sonme of them now.

They nake it to the arts and crafts center of the building.
Upon wal ki ng through the doors, Alex is overwhelned to see
CHI LDREN, wearing nasal masks, headbands, and casts as they
are coloring in coloring books, splatting paint on blank
canvas's, and playing wth bl ocks.

CUT TGO
| NT. PRQIECT SM LES: ARTS AND CRAFTS ROOM - DAY

John wal ks Alex into the room Sonme of the children begin to
| ook up and notice themwal k in.

JOHN
H Guys. How is everyone doing today?

CHI LDREN
(i n unison)
Good, M. John.

JOHN
VWhat was t hat ?!

CHI LDREN
(i n unison, |ouder)
Good, M John!

JOHN
Well that's what | |ike to hear,
because | have soneone |'d |ike you to
meet. This here is M. Alex, and we're
gonna hang out with you guys today.
Does that sound good?



CHI LDREN
(i n unison)
Yes!
JOHN
Al right!

John and Al ex approach sonme of the kids.

I NT. PRQJECT SM LES: ARTS AND CRAFTS ROOM -

John and Alex wal k up to a group,

LATER

13.

CUT TGO

each working on their own

col oring book. Anbng them are ANGEL, a five year old boy with

dar k features,

wearing a tutu and a purple fedora.

John and

John and

JOHN
H Angel, H Mchelle. What are you
guys col oring?

ANGEL
A jungl e.

M CHELLE
A uni corn

JOHN

Ww it's comng along nicely! And
Angel , nice job spelling your name at
the top of your paper.

ANCEL
Thank you.

M CHELLE
M John, is M. Alex going to be your
new boss?

Al ex | augh.

JOHN
No, no. M. Alex is going to help ne
out and hangout with you guys.

ANGEL
Way woul d he do that? Does he has no
fam|ly?

and M CHELLE, a 7 year old cancer patient

Al ex exchange an awkward gl ance, not expecting to
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have heard this question.

ALEX
Well, actually, | did a fam |y before.
| had a nom and a dad, but now t hey
passed away.

ANCEL
Are they in Heaven?

ALEX
| hope they are.
(tearing up)
Sorry. | need to use the bathroom

Al ex excuses hinself to the hallway. John quickly follows him
out .

JOHN
Hey, I"'msorry. | didn't think he
woul d ask that. Are you okay?

ALEX
Yes, I'msorry, | didn't nean for
t hat .

JOHN

No, are you ki dding?! Don't apol ogize.
Like | said, this is gonna be a work-
I n- progress.

ALEX
| just need to be able to be fine, ya
know? Can't let a child upset ne.

JOHN

Hey, you've been through a tough tine,
you're allowed to be upset.

(then)
You know, sone of these kids, they've
| ost everything. That kid, Angel, he
was born with half a heart. He
probably won't nmake it to twenty,
unl ess sone nedi cal advancenent
happens between then and now. The nore
time you spend with them you won't
feel so bad.

ALEX
Ww. ' m | ucky.
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Alex smles to John.
CUT TO
| NT. RESTARAUNT- QUEENS, NY. DAY
Natalie and Alex are sitting at a Mexican grill drinking
| emonade and eating chips with guac. Al ex has just recapped
his first day of work.
NATALI E

Well, at least he didn't ask if they

went to Hell.
Al ex | aughs.

NATALI E ( CONT' D)
|'"'mglad to see you | aughi ng agai n.

Alex smles to Natalie and plays with his straw

ALEX
Have you seen grandma?
NATALI E
Yeah, she's good. | took her to the

doct or yesterday.

ALEX
| s everything alright?

NATALI E
Yeah, just a check up fromthe
surgery. She just needs to drink nore
wat er, but she's fine.

ALEX
Maybe we can go one night this week.
NATALI E
Yeah, | can take us.
ALEX
Okay. Thanks...So how are you? How s
St ephen?
NATALI E

| don't know. He's pissing ne off.

Natalie smles a little to Alex. He is surprised at what she
said but finds it funny, too.



16.

ALEX

What ?! | thought it was going well.
NATALI E

It's not not going well, it's just,

he's getting under ny skin, not
remenbering stuff I told him

ALEX
Real | y? Li ke what stuff?

NATALI E
| told himthree tines now that ny Mom
is from Cyprus. Then the other day he
asked which island in Greece she's
from And then | said, "You don't
recall when | told you she's from

Cyprus?"

ALEX
You actually said it like that?

NATALI E
O course | did. Wiy ask a question if
you won't listen to the answer?

ALEX
Well | guess that's strike one for
St ephen.

NATALI E

Its strike four. He doesn't know about
strikes one to three.

Al ex chuckles and Natalie reaches for the chips.

CUT TO
| NT. HALLWAY- PRQIECT SM LES - DAY.

John and Al ex are wal king down the hallway on their way to
the arts and crafts center.

JOHN
So today, try to focus on |earning
sonme of the kids nanmes. Go around to
each group and alternate your tine
wi th each of them You have the |ist
that | gave you and you can ask any of
us for help. Ckay?



ALEX
Got it, thanks.

JOHN
"Il be in nmy office if you need
anyt hing, and the other volunteers are
t here too.

ALEX
Ckay.

Alex walks into the Arts and Crafts room

I NT. ARTS AND CRAFTS ROOM - LATER

17.

CUT TO

One of the students, TOWY, is throw ng a tantrum over
breaki ng his crayon. VOLUNTEER #1 AND #2 and Al ex are trying

to cal m hi m down.

TOMWY
VHAAAAAHHHHHH! ! !

ALEX
But this one's still bluel

TOMWY
| TS NOI' THE SAVE BLUE

ALEX
But the light blue | ooks nore like the
sky col or than the other bl ue.

TOMWY
| STILL WANT THE OTHER ONE
ALEX
But you can still use it!
TOMWY
BUT I T'S BROKEN
ALEX
But it still colors! If you want to
use it, you'll have to use half of it

or get a different color, and if you
keep yelling, you're gonna go to tine
out with Ms. Vanessa.

Tomry begins to settle down. Al ex takes a sigh of

relief.
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ALEX
Thank you.

Al ex begins to wal k away but before he can get too far, Tomy
starts scream ng again and now he's ripping his whol e paper
into pieces.

Al ex buries his head in his hands out of frustration.
Vol unteer #1 takes Tommy out the roomfor a tine-out. Alex is
relieved again.

ALEX
(to hinself)
Wll, I won't forget the name Tommy.

Just then, he feels a tugging in his shirt. He | ooks down,
it's Angel, with a piece of paper in his hand.

ANGEL
M. Alex, | drawed you sonet hi ng.

Angel hands the drawing to Alex. It's of three people before
a sunset. A boy In the mddle and a woman and nan w th angel
W ngs on either side of him

Al ex is speechl ess.

ANCEL
It's you, and your nonmy, and your
daddy.

ALEX
Ww, this is... Thank you so rmnuch,
Angel .

Angel smles and wal ks away. Al ex watches him

VOLUNTEER #2
Ckay, friends. It's time for clean up
now Let's start putting our things
awnay!
(si ngi ng now)
cl ean up, clean up! Everybody
Everywhere. .. .!

CUT TGO
I NT. ALEX' S GRANDMOTHERS HOUSE - NI GHT.

Alex is in the kitchen with his G andnother. The rest of the
famly are sitting at the table.
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ALEX
| love you, and I'msorry | haven't
been ar ound.

GRANDNVA
Al ex, ny sweet boy. | |ove you nore
t han you know. | know how you feel.
Trust ne, | do. W have to be there

f or each ot her.
The pair hug

GRANDIVA
Now, go sit down.

CUT TO
| NT. ALEX' S GRANDMOTHERS HOUSE - LATER
Alex and Natalie are sitting at a dinner table. Their grandma

is laying out food in front of them Natalies nother,
KATERI NA and father, JONATHAN, are there as well.

JONATHAN

Natalie, did you bring dessert?
NATALI E

Yeah, there's cake in the fridge.
JONATHAN

Is it fromNana's or Linda's?
NATALI E

| nmade it.
JONATHAN

On okay.

(sarcastically)
And then what do we eat when it's so
good that we finish it all?

The rest of the table |aughs. G andma finds her seat.

NATALI E
Maybe you can eat the rest of the
sal ad since you always forget to
finish yours.

GRANDIVA
Al right guys, how about we just focus
on eating this dinner?



KATERI NA
Anen.

The characters begin filling their plates.

KATERI NA
Al ex, How s the new job?

ALEX
It's not really a job, it's like
vol unteer work...but | do get paid. |
guess it is a job. But | kinda get to
wor k around ny own tine.

JONATHAN
Good for you, Alex.
KATERI NA
Soit's at a Children's Hospital ?
ALEX
Yeah.
KATERI NA

Aww. You know your nother vol unteered
at a Children's Hospital when we were
in college.

ALEX
She di d?!

KATERI NA
Yeah, definitely. She used to go tw ce
a week on Northern Bl vd.

ALEX
VWhat ?? | work on Northern.

KATERI NA
Was it the sane one? Hers was on 150t h
Street by the MDonal ds.

ALEX

Yes! How did | not know that!?
JONATHAN

Even | forgot about that. It was years

ago.

The characters continue eating.
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CUT TO
| NT. FRONT DESK AT ' PRQJECT SM LES' CHI LDREN HOSPI TAL - DAY
Wal ki ng in, Alex approaches the receptionist, SAMW, a

seventy year old woman with gl asses, at the front desk. She
is readi ng a magazi ne.

ALEX

H Samry, good norni ng.
SAMWY

Sup, Ki d.
ALEX

Could I ask you a question? |Is there a
way to check records of past
vol unt eers or anyone who used to work
her e?

SAMWY
Well, there are logs but | don't know
where they are. W woul d have to have
a reason to | ook for those.

ALEX
My dead nom used to work here.

SAMWY
Ch, dear.

Sammy takes out a post-it fromher desk along with a pen.

SAMMY
VWll, why don't you wite her nane
down here and I'll try to take a | ook.

A smirk grins across Alex's face.

CUT TGO
| NT. PRQJIECT SM LES: ARTS AND CRAFTS ROOM - DAY.

Alex is doing a children's puzzle on the floor with Angel.

ALEX
(noving a piece)
Angel, | think this one goes there.
ANCEL

Oh right, | was just gonna put that



t her el

Al ex laughs. Just then, John wal ks in.

JOHN
Hey, guys. How s it going?

ANCEL
Good, we're just doing an Ccean
puzzl e.

JOHN
Ww, Angel, that |ooks amazing. M
Alex, | need to speak with you for

j ust one second.

ALEX
Sur e.

Al ex and John wal k off to the side so they can speak in
private.

JOHN
| just spoke with Angel's doctor.

Al ex inmediately tenses up with concern.

JOHN
(cont' d)
Angel needs Open Heart. Soon.

ALEX
How soon?

JOHN
Real |y soon. Or he's gonna get worse.

ALEX
Ok, so is anything schedul ed??

JOHN
We need $40, 000.

ALEX
What? Can't the hospital cover that?

JOHN
The hospital and donors are covering
the rest. The total is $250,000. W
need $40, 000 nore.

22.
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Al ex stares at John and then | ooks away.

ALEX
We'll get it.

CUT TO
I NT. PRQIECT SM LES JOHN S OFFI CE - DAY

Al ex and John are sitting in John's office. Alex is on his
phone.

ALEX
kay, read it and tell ne what el se |
shoul d say.

Al ex hands John his phone. John reads. It is a GoFundMe
account that Al ex has made for Angel

JOHN
Ckay, |'m gonna add his age and
bi rt hday t oo.

John adds the change and hands the phone back to Al ex.

ALEX
kay, |'mposting it. Now for the
| nst agr am

JOHN

By the way, Sammy cane by. She gave ne
the record of your nom when she used
to work here.

John hands over to Alex a folder with a small stack of paper.

Al ex | ooks through it and pulls her personal record out. It
i ncl udes her physical features as well as a photo.

ALEX
Ww. She | ooks beautiful.

JOHN
| think you were neant to work here,
Al ex.

ALEX

| guess | was.

CUT TO
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| NT. THERAPI ST OFFI CE - DAY

Al ex and Tiana are at their usual appointment, in their usual
seat s.

ALEX
It's just horrible. He's six. Nobody
deserves that.

TI ANA
| know. It's one of those things we
can't make sense of. Even | don't have
an explanation. | think you were neant
to be in this situation. Especially
finding out about your nmom You're

doi ng great work. You will help save
this child, I know you wll.

ALEX
| hope so.

CUT TGO
I NT. PRQJIECT SM LES: ARTS AND CRAFTS ROOM - DAY.

Angel and the other kids are maki ng paper mache projects.
Al ex is supervising. Angel is sitting with Tomy.

TOMWY
(showi ng Al ex up his artwork)
| made a rocket because | amgoing to
fly to the noon

ALEX
Ww, Tommry, that's so cool

ANGEL
(hol ding up his artwork)
| made a heart, because | amgoing to
get a new one!

Al ex freezes for a noment, a bit shocked.

ALEX
Yes, you certainly are.

The children continue nmaking their project and Al ex appears
t ense.

CUT TO
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| NT. RESTAURANT - BROOKLYN, NY - NI GHT.

John and Alex are getting drinks together at a hip bar. The
lights are dimand the nusic is a bit loud. The scene is
nmostly young people in their 20's. They are sitting at the
bar and drinking, clearly having fun.

JOHN
W already raised $18,000 in just two
days. | think we can totally do this.
ALEX

| know we can.
They both sip their drinks.

JOHN
Thank you, Al ex.

ALEX
For what ?

JOHN
Just, all your help. You ve done so
much for us, and the kids, and Angel.

Al ex blushes. John and Al ex are facing each other now.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
You've cone a really |long way. You
shoul d be really proud of yourself.
Real | y.

Al ex | ooks up at John, a bit surprised. John | ooks especially
handsone tonight. Al ex shocks hinself by leaning a little
cl oser toward John, and the two share a ki ss.

They pul | apart.

ALEX
Sorry.

JOHN
There's nothing to be sorry for.

Al ex smles, and takes another sip fromhis drink. The two
conpose thensel ves agai n.

JOHN
So, what are you thinking of doing
after the sumrer? Do you think you'l
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find anot her job?

ALEX
|"mnot sure, yet. | think |I'm going
to just keep doing this for now and
just work on nyself and then see how I
feel and what | want to do.

JOHN
That's really great. | really neant it
when | said you should be proud of
yoursel f.

ALEX
| haven't done nuch. Angel still needs
anot her $20,000. Then, |'I1l feel
better.

JOHN
It's a big operation. Really big. But
we'll nmake it happen.

ALEX
Let's drink to that.

They both take another sip.
CUT TO
EXT. PROJECT SM LES CAR WASH - DAY.

Al ex, John, Natalie, and sone other Project Smles volunteers
are coordinating a Car Wash to rai se noney.

There is a line of cars waiting to be cl eaned.

John and sonme other volunteers are washing a car while
Natalie and Alex dry the car in front of that one.

NATALI E
(to the driver of the car)
You're all set.
The driver hands her a tip.

NATALI E ( CONT' D)
Thank you.

She puts the tip in the nearby tip jar.

CUT TGO
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EXT. PROJECT SM LES CAR WASH - LATER

At sundown, Natalie, John, and Alex are the only ones |eft
after a long day of car washes. The |ast car pulls away and
t he group reconvenes to count the noney.

CUT TO
| NT. CAR WASH OFFI CE - NI GHT.
The group are in the office of the Car Wash Owmner, M ke,
counting cash together as well as card paynments. Mke is
Natalie's uncle. Around 50, bald.

M KE
Total was $8, 482.

The group | ook at each other, excitedly. It's enough noney to
cover the last of the costs.

JOHN
How nuch after your cut?

M KE
|'"mnot taking a cut this tine. | want
you guys to have all of it. For the
boy.

NATALI E

Are you sure?

CAR WAS OMNER
Positive. Trust ne.

ALEX
Thank you so much, Mke. This wll
save a child's life.

M KE
Let nme know what goes on with the
surgery, alright?

ALEX
W will, of course.

CUT TGO
| NT. HOSPI TAL OPERATI NG ROOM - DAY.

It is finally the day of Angels surgery. Wile preparing to
get started, Al ex and John visit Angel in the operating room
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while the DOCTOR is finalizing things before surgery.

ALEX
(to Angel)
|'"'mso excited for you! You' re going
to feel so much better after this,
Angel .

Angel | ooks down, | ooking sad.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
VWat's the matter?

ANGEL
| ' m scar ed.

Al ex's heart sinks. He thinks of what to say to nake Angel
feel better, but ultimately, he is scared too.

ALEX
Well, | was gonna tell you this after
you finished but nmaybe 1'Il tell you
now so you don't have a reason to be

scar ed.

Alex pulls out a big box of MMM s from his bag, that he
brought just for Al ex. Angel's nood conpletely shifts to
excitenent.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
| know they're your favorite. You
can't eat themuntil you're finished.
So now, you can feel excited, not
scar ed.

The Doctor interrupts.

DOCTOR
(to Angel)
Okay Angel, we are ready to start now
okay? You're gonna say your goodbyes
nowto M. Alex and M John.

ANCEL
(to Al ex)
M Alex, | |ove you.
ALEX

| love you too, Angel

The two enbrace and hug. John al so hugs Angel .
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JOHN
We're gonna be right here once you
finish, Angel, with all your M&M s
t 0o.

John reassures Angel with a smle.
JOHN ( CONT' D)
(to Doctor)
Thanks, Doct or.

Angel holds Al ex's hands while the Doctor prepares to put him
to sl eep.

CUT TGO
| NT. HOSPI TAL WAI TI NG ROOM - DAY.

Al ex and John are drinking coffee and sitting next to each
ot her.

ALEX
What do you think will happen?
JOHN
Angel will be fine. He'll be so nuch

better after this.

ALEX
Once this ends, then it'll be the next
i ssue, and then the next. Wat kind of
life is that?

Si | ence.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
' m gonna go back to school. In the
Fal I .

JOHN
Real | y? What made you deci de?

ALEX
This. | want to do what you do, |
think. Health Adm nistration

JOHN
You woul d be so good at it.

They smle at each other. Alex rests his head on John's
shoul der as they wait sonme nore.
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CUT TO
| NT. HOSPI TAL WAI TI NG ROOM - LATER

John and Al ex are both asleep in the waiting room The Doctor
conmes in to announce the outcone of the operation.

DOCTOR
Excuse ne.

Al ex wakes up in a rut and shakes John too.

ALEX
What happened? Is everything alright??

Sil ence. John | ooks to Al ex, understandi ng what's goi ng on.

DOCTOR
Angel's... his body couldn't...his
body couldn't take it. I'"mso sorry.

Al ex gasps and his eyes wi den. He begins hyperventilating. He
| atches onto John and sobs into his arnms. John hol ds him
tight and the two fall back onto the seats in shock.

CUT TO
I NT. ALEX AND JOHN S APARTMENT. - DAY. FIVE YEARS LATER

Al ex and John are in their kitchen, preparing breakfast.
Their apartnment is decorated to the nines for Christnas.

JOHN
| picked these up at the market, for
your parents.

John hol ds up a bouquet of flowers.
ALEX
Thank you. Those are nice. W'll go
after we eat.

John hol ds up anot her bouquet of flowers.

JOHN
| got these too, for Angel

Alex smles at the flowers. He |l eans in and ki sses John.

ALEX
| love you.
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They ki ss agai n.

JOHN
Merry Chri stmas.

The pair bring their breakfast to the table. They prepared a
stack of pancakes, sone fruit and coffee. Panning out, we see
the pile of gifts prepared for Project Smles children under
their Christnas tree.

FADE TO BLACK

THE END.



