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What Is the Most Expensive Time to Run
Your Air Conditioner in Highland Park?

October 21,2025

Running your air conditioner keeps your home comfortable, but it also comes with a price. Many homeowners don't realize that the cost of cooling

isn't consistent; it changes depending on the time of day, weather conditions, and how hard your system has to work. That means your air

conditioning cost in Highland Park may be much higher during certain hours, especially when hot, humid weather pushes your unit to its limits.

If you know when AC use is the most expensive and what you can do about it, you can save money on monthly energy bills and extend the life of
your air conditioning unit. In this guide, Ravinia Plumbing, Sewer, Heating & Electric shares why costs peak, how heavy usage affects your

equipment, and the steps Highland Park homeowners can take to stay cool without overspending.

Why Air Conditioning Costs Spike in Highland
Park Summers

The most expensive time to run your AC is during the hottest, most humid parts of summer afternoons and early evenings. In the Highland Park

area, July and August often bring daytime highs in the 80s, with several days reaching temps of over 90 degrees each summer.

‘When temperatures peak in the late afternoon, your system runs more frequently and for longer cycles. This prolonged strain is when your air
conditioning cost in Highland Park, IL, skyrockets. As the cooling system works harder, its energy efficiency naturally declines, and it takes more

electricity to produce the same level of cooling.

The Impact of Humidity on Cooling Costs

Humid summers are another major factor impacting indoor comfort and cooling costs. Highland Park sits along Lake Michigan, and this proximity
means summer air holds extra moisture. When the air is thick with humidity, your AC doesn’t just cool; it also dehumidifies. This requires additional

energy and lengthens run times, further driving up your air conditioning cost in Highland Park.

Homeowners notice this especially on muggy evenings after spending time outdoors at places like Rosewood Beach or Moraine Beach. Coming

home to a cool, dry environment requires more from your air conditioner, and that comfort has a price.

How Peak Use Affects AC Lifespan

Running your air conditioner hard during peak hours doesn’t just increase your monthly bill. It also affects how long your system lasts. Constantly
operating at full capacity creates wear and tear on critical components like the compressor and fan motors. Over time, this can shorten the lifespan

of your unit and increase the frequency of air conditioning repairs.

For example, Highland Park residents returning from a Giants football game at Highland Park High School may crank their thermostat down after a
hot day. While the quick cool-down feels good, this sudden demand makes the unit work harder than steady, moderate use. Over the years, habits

like this can add up to premature system failures.

Signs Your AC Is Struggling

‘Whether you use an air conditioner or heat pump for cooling, you'll know your system is feeling the effects of peak-season stress if you notice:

* Longer cooling cycles than usual

* Uneven temperatures between rooms

* Higher than expected bills despite the same thermostat settings

* Frequent service calls during the summer months
These are indicators that your air conditioning cost in Highland Park isn’t just financial. You're also paying more due to reduced system reliability.
Costs increase significantly when you add in the expense of more visits from your HVAC contractor for air conditioning services, and installing a

new AC unit sooner than you expected.

When these warning signs appear, scheduling a professional air conditioning repair is the best way to protect both your comfort and your budget.
Ignoring small issues, like weak airflow or odd noises, can lead to major breakdowns at the worst times. Prompt repair ensures your system runs

efficiently, helps lower energy costs, and extends the life of your equipment.

Ravinia Plumbing’s experienced cooling service technicians are familiar with the unique climate challenges of Highland Park and can quickly

diagnose and fix issues before thev become costlv emergencies



Programs to Help Reduce Air Conditioning Costs

The good news is that homeowners in Highland Park don’t have to face high costs alone. Several government and utility programs can help ease the

burden.

ComEd Incentives: Offers discounted products and rebates for installing energy-efficient air conditioners and smart thermostats.

ComEd Peak Time Savings Program: Rewards customers for reducing energy use during high-demand summer afternoons. By shifting usage

away from these hours, you can earn bill credits while helping to lower your overall air conditioning cost in Highland Park.

Federal Tax Credits: Homeowners may qualify for federal incentives when upgrading to ENERGY STAR-certified cooling equipment through
the end of 2025.

Weatherization Assistance: Certain households may be eligible for Illinois programs that help cover the cost of insulation, sealing, and HVAC
services to make your cooling system more efficient.

Taking advantage of these opportunities can significantly reduce the long-term air conditioning cost in Highland Park.

Long-Term Benefits of Managing AC Costs

Controlling when and how you use your air conditioner saves you money each month, while helping you save more over time because your HVAC
system lasts longer and requires fewer repairs. Systems that aren’t overworked during every hot stretch are less likely to need major repairs like

compressor replacements, which are some of the most expensive fixes.

This strategy also benefits the entire community. Reducing strain on the grid during peak demand helps stabilize costs for all residents in the North

Shore area. It’s a collective effort that pays off in both comfort and reliability.

Enjoying Highland Park Comfortably and
Affordably

Living in Highland Park offers plenty of summer attractions, from family days at Park Avenue Beach to events at Ravinia Festival. But when you

return home at the end of the day, you don’t want to face skyrocketing utility bills or premature AC breakdowns just to stay cool.

‘With a combination of smart habits, energy-efficient upgrades, and local utility programs, you can keep your home comfortable without draining
your wallet. A proactive approach helps your AC last longer, saves money, and lets you focus on making the most of every season on the North

Shore.

If you've noticed potential issues that signal your system is struggling, don't wait for a complete breakdown. Contact the Ravinia Plumbing team
today to schedule a service appointment for expert air conditioning repair in Highland Park. Our team is here to keep your home comfortable with

prompt service, customized solutions, and great customer service. We keep your system running efficiently, and your costs under control.
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“The service technician who comes to the Electrical

house is always very professional, e

uf
knowledgeable, and friendly. | appreciate that 847.448.0307
the same technician comes to our home for Schedule Service

our semi-annual maintenance checks.” n
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